
 

AGM - Minutes 
 

The Annual General Meeting of the Association was held at Freemasons Hall London, Great Queen 
Street, London WC2B 5AZ on Tuesday 24th June 2025, commencing at 11.05 

 
Present:  
Simon Hammond (147), Mike Harding (34), Jeremy Reese (141), Don Roberts (65),  

Jonathan Winpenny (1), John Lake (25) Neil Baharie (3), Guss Addow (80) Roert McGovern (193). 
 
Apologies: Mark Sharp (80), Matthew Christmas (141), Alex Hawes (1) Joe Azzopardi (115) 
John Leeson (63), Nick Haverson (213), Chris Teague (175) John Atkins (243) David Winstanley 
(128), Rob Rees (110), Tony Roberts (215), Mike Pearce (199), Howard Linaker (113) Alan Whitrod 
(209), Paul Hooker (185), Andy Edwards (98), Martyn Mordecai (180), Sir David Wootton, Steve 
Kilbee 
 
1) Minutes from the previous AGM held on the 25th June 2024 having been distributed prior 

to the meetings, after a small amendment, Proposed by  Don Roberts, Unanimously 
approved. 

 
2) Matters arising  
o None 
 
3) Chairman’s Report. (see attached) Given by Simon Hammond on Behalf of Mark Sharp in 

place of Tony Shields, who had passed to the Grand Lodge Above. 
 
4) Executive Officer Report. 

• Simon Hammond reported (see attached) that he, Stuart and Mark had particularly difficult 
2024’s and hopefully they would move forward with some of the projects.  

•  
5)  Election of Proposed Executive Officers and committee for the ensuing year. Proposed by 

Clive Moore, seconded by Don Roberts as follows: 
 
o Chairman                           - Prof. Mark Sharp  
o Executive Officer              - Simon Hammond 
o Director of Ceremonies   - Clive Moore 
o Banner Bearer                   - Noel Haynes 
o Web Master                       - Stuart Hill 
o Historian                             - Ray Shepperd 
o Treasurer                            - Simon Hammond 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Committee Members:  

o Don Roberts 
o Albert Marrable 
o Noel Haynes  
o Stuart Hill 
o David Stevens 
o Anthony Lonas 
o John Lake 
o Steve Kilbee 
o Lawrence Ventour 
 

Patrons  
o Grand Patron               - Sir David Wootton  
o President              - Russell Race  
o Vice Presidents     - John Hamill, Yasha Beresiner, Johnathan Winpenny 
o Hon Vice Pres         - Geoffrey Abraham 
 
After a discussion about Simon Hammond’s role as EO and Treasurer, where Simon explained that 
the previous two Executive officers held the financial responsibility for the Association and that he 
and Mark had access to the bank account, the above were proposed by Don Roberts. Seconded by  
Neil Baharie, the Committee members were elected unanimously. 
 
6) Treasurers Report – The Association had reached the end of the three year billing cycle so 

no subscriptions had been collected 
A significant outlay for new ties and pins this year, Simon confirmed to the members that 
he had now opened a savings account and had transferred some of the Associations funds 
in to this account.  
Question: do we have a breakdown of Ties and Pins sold – Simon, had not recorded these 
figures but would do so for this year.  
A query was raised about the Web Hosting fee, Simon explained this was for a multiyear 
registration and for development of the new website 
Also noted that accounts not signed off by examiners, Simon offered the bank statement 
and the accounts working sheet for all wanted to look at them, which after a quick review,  
accounts were proposed by Neil Baharie and Mike Harding, unanimously adopted as a true 
and correct record. 

 
7) The Association confirmed that Simon, Clive and Sir David had visited Lodge of Faith 

No.141 27th November 2024 to celebrate their 250th anniversary 
 
Upcoming Visits – Official 
No.145 – Lodge of Prudent Brethren 250th – Tuesday 25th November 2025 – Clive Moore 
will be presenting a short talk on Atholl, Simon and Mark will also be attending along with 
Sir David Wootton.  
 
No.9 – Albion Lodge 275th – Tuesday 6th October 2026 – have requested our attendance 
and working on details  
 



 

Unofficial visits 
No.13 Union Waterloo Lodge – date to be confirmed - Clive Moore is arranging a visit 

soon and will advise simon of the date  

No.147 Lodge of Justice (Simon’s mother Lodge) – 225th – either Saturday 21st February 26 

 or Saturday 28th March. We are awaiting a decision after the Lodge has held a GPC 

 meeting.  

 
8) A.O.B. 

• A General Discussion then ensued, it was clear that the profile of the Association is 
paramount and needs to be raised, particularly the Website and exploring the use of other 
social media platforms such as Facebook. – SH explained that we were behind due to 
various reasons, we are all volunteers and sometime life gets in the way, the Committee is 
conscious of this.   

• Can the Website have a General Area and a Members Area – SH to speak with Stuart 

• Members Area could have a full list of meeting dates, similar to the “Mark Calendar” where 
we can have a rolling list of meeting dates, use of a csv file may help – Neil Baharie said he 
would be happy to speak with Stuart and see if this is something we can bring in.  

• Everyone in favour of the “Whatsapp” group for the distribution of Summons and the 
concept of making members Lodges aware of each other and forging stronger ties through 
visiting. GDPR raised it’s head on this topic and was suggested that rather than just 
forwarding a summons, which may have repercussions for the Association, we ask 
participating Lodges to just send a five line whatsapp with  
Lodge Name/Number 
Date/Time of meeting and where  
Work to be done.  
A way to contact secretary i.e.  email or phone number  
Dining arrangements 
  

• Could we ask the Lodges to appoint a “Rep” – SH explained that he communicated with 
Lodge secretaries, however he would ask if they wished to nominate someone else to 
Liaise with the Association 

• Mark and Simon will continue to update each year number of members  
 

• Guss Addow then mentioned he visited a Lodge in the Caribbean and was more than happy 
to assist in contacting Lodge 247 in Guyana and any other Lodge in the Caribbean – 
accepted 
 

9)  Next AGM date 23rd June 2026 @11.00 
 
 
10) The AGM was closed in Peace and Harmony at 12.08pm 
       
    
 


